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Message from the Principal 
24 May 2019 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Two important notices have been sent home with our students this 
week. Yesterday information about next Tuesday's 7 Aside 
tournament was given to the students. Blue Mountain College, 
Fiordland College, Waiau Area School and Aparima College will be 
coming to NSC to participate in Rugby, Netball, Basketball, Football, 
Volleyball and Trap Shooting. The weather forecast is looking 
promising and this event is sure to be a great day of competition. 
 
On Wednesday a notice went home outlining next Wednesday's strike 
action and the other two forms of planned action by the secondary 
teachers union, the PPTA. In addition to the college being closed on 
Wednesday, we will also be closing on Tuesday June 4 for a 
Teachers’ Only Day along with the 8 other schools in our Community 
of Learning. 
 
Over the past fortnight, we have had a mobile classroom on site 
which has a specific focus on the wool industry. Our students have 
enjoyed this experience and this week our Year 11 students have 
been walking the Kepler. They were an excited bunch when they left 
on Tuesday and I'm sure they have enjoyed the experience. 
 
Last weekend our senior History students participated in their Trench 
Dig and I understand the mock battle was pretty intense! 
 
Yesterday our Year 9/10 Enterprise Studies class held their Market 
Day. Most groups sold out of stock and I witnessed some great sales 
pitches. Our students are lucky to be receiving these authentic 
learning experiences. 
 
Regards 
 
Mike Newell 
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Winter 7 Aside 
 
NSC are hosting our annual 
winter 7 Aside on Tuesday 28 
May at NSC with Friday 31 
being reserve date if 
postponed. 
This year the sports available 
will be Netball, Football, 
Rugby and Volleyball (all to 
be played at the College). 
The Clay Target team shoot 
will be in Balfour at the Gun 
Club. Boys Basketball at the 
Mossburn community centre. 
Pool play will start at 10.30 at 
each location with the day 
finishing around 3pm. 
Thanks to Rugby Southland 
for supporting this day by 
supplying referees. 
Development officers will also 
be attending including Issac 
Te Tamaki, a past New 
Zealand 7’s player and 
current Southland Stag. 
Issac  will be available to talk 
to all day, everyone most 
welcome! 

The Term  2 focus is Be Active 
or Me Kori Tonu 

 
Tutor group challenge is still 
powering along, keep up that 
exercise! 

Southland Secondary Schools Cross Country 2019 
 
NSC had 15 
students run in the 
Southland 
Secondary Schools’ 
Cross Country last 
Wednesday which 
was held in Te Anau 
at Ivan Wilson Park. 
Thanks to Nikki 
Dukes who managed 
the NSC  team and the parents that travelled to support the 
runners.The team of Benjamin Rodgers-Foran, Byron Pease and 
Ben Slattery came third in the U13 boys behind Southland Boys’ 
and Fiordland College. 
Charlotte Rodgers-Foran also got 4th in the U14 Girls! 
Well done to all the runners that took part in the competition and 
we wish the year 7 & 8  runners that are going on to Northern 
Primary Cross Country on 6 June at Waikaia all the best. 

The Woolshed 

For the last two weeks we 
have had a container 
parked at school. All Year 
7 -10 Science students as 
well as all of the Year 9 – 
12 Agriculture students 
have benefitted from this, 
learning about Agriculture 
being the “backbone of 
the country”. 

It contains greasy, 
scoured and carded wool, so is the first time many students have 
felt the difference and learned what happens to the wool off the 
sheep’s back. There are a heap of unusual woollen items from egg 

cup “Beanies” to shoes to oil spill 
mops. They discovered New 
Zealand wool covers the tennis 
balls at Wimbledon. Most students 
enjoyed carding wool and then 
tried their hand at spinning their 
carded wool with a drop spindle, an 
art few mastered! The 9/10 Ag 
class also attempted dyeing wool, 
using beetroot and onion skins with 
spectacular results. Less 
spectacular were stinging nettles 
and carrot tops. A well worth while 
exercise; thanks to Wool in 
Schools. 
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Sports Results 
 
Hockey 
 
Snr A won 5-0 against 
Hargest 3rd  
Snr B lost 5-4 against 
Aurora/Verdon 
 
 
Netball 
 
NSC A lost 20-36 against 
Riverton 
 
 
Girls' Div 1 Football 
Results: 
 
15 May vs Wakatipu High - 
WIN (by default) 
22 May vs Gore High - WIN 
3-0. (NSC Player of the Day: 
Abish Canada) 
 
 
Rugby 
 
U13 won 45-17 
U14 lost 47-15 
U15 lost 50-0 
 

Clay Target Shooting 

The first Inter-Collegiate Shoot in Invercargill on a cold wet Sunday 
recently saw the Northern Southland College team of Josh Bennett, 
Connor Appleyard-Drake, Patrick Colligan, Cam Slattery and 
Brooklyn Neumann win the Southland Schools’ Teams event, 
coming home with Hunting and Fishing vouchers. Both Josh and 
Brooklyn made the shoot-offs. This is a great start to the season. 
Well done team. 

Last Friday we had 20 students down at the Gun Club, having 
joined the Shooting Club this term. These are great numbers, but it 
means we are short of shooting jackets, so would very much 
appreciate any old batteries so we can sell them to provide money 
for new jackets. 

Year 12 Humanities WWI Trench Dig 
 
On Friday 17 May, six Year 12 
Humanities students braved the wet 
condition to re-build and fortify 
positions along the Passchendaele 
Ridge, Western Belgium. The 
Autumn rains had deteriorated 
much of the existing defensive 
trench works and so the New 
Zealanders set to work re-building 
them to a defensive capability for 
the expected night raid by the 6th Bavarian Company facing them! 
The day’s trench building was broken up by letters arriving from 
loved ones back home and 'CARE' Parcels to all NZ soldiers on the 
front lines (chocolate, ANZAC biscuit, tea bags and other treats from 
home). With the meager rations of bully beef and dried hard 
crackers as their staple diet over the past week, the evening meal of 
horse stew (unfortunately killed by artillery the day before) was 
kindly passed on by an Australian Company. This was met with wry 
smiles as the dark of night set in.  
The evening battle (with thousands of water balloons) was intense 

with both sides giving no quarter. 
The outcome was close but honours 
this year went to the well-prepared 
Bavarian attackers led by Lieutenant 
Lietze.  
After the battle, stories and lies were 
shared around the brazier fire over a 
hot mug of hot chocolate and 
biscuits. Students and participants 
alike were reminded by Mr Chan of 
the reason for this exercise - NOT to 

glorify war but to learn from the past experiences of New Zealand 
soldiers living and fighting in the miserable conditions of the 
Western Front. 
We would like to once again thank Craig and Shelly McKenzie for 
the continual use of their paddock for this exercise and for their 
hospitality over the two days. Also a big thank you to the Mossburn 
Fire Brigade for pumping out a lot of the water from the inundated 
trench. 
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NSC Ball 2019 

Enchanted Garden 


