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Message from Deputy Principal, Jamie Cooper 
22 February 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Term One is now fully underway and the senior students are well into 
their first standards for the year.  The rest of the school has settled in 
well and it's great to see some deep learning going on across the 
curriculum. 
 
It's been a relatively quiet week this week with the Year 9 students 
away in Te Anau and the Year 7s away at Borland Lodge.  The Year 
8 students have made up for this by working at top volume in the Self 
Defence classes and Top Team activities on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  It was great to see the students giving it their all in both 
events. A huge thank you to Ana Pereira who took the self defence 
classes, she was extremely impressed by the Year 8 girls and their 
efforts during these 2 days. 
 
Next week promises to be a busy one again with the Dome Athletics 
event at the College on Monday and our own Athletics day on 
Wednesday.  Parents are welcome to come along and get involved, 
we always need an extra hand or two to help with some of the field 
events. The Ugly Shakespeare Theatre Company are also in the 
College on Tuesday which is always an enjoyable performance. 
 
Our Peer Support Programme is also going well with the Year 13 
students undertaking activities and getting to know our new Year 7 
students.  This has been a real highlight for me over the past weeks 
and underpins one of our College values ‘Respect for Others’. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
Jamie Cooper 
Deputy Principal 
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The Term  1 focus is Connect 

or Me Whakawhanaunga.  

 

Week 4 & 5 is about 

connecting with your friends 

and whanau 

Parent-Teacher 
Interviews  
 
Coming up on 21 March. 
Watch out for booking 
details in the next 
newsletter. We will also 
be sharing booking 
instructions through email 
and on Facebook. 

Young Farmers Club  

Saturday’s competition was a great test of our student’s skills with a 
varied set of modules. The Agrikds had to 
undertake such tasks as select the right oil 
for the right vehicle, change a tyre on an 
ATV, select the type of soil merinos were 
run on, or potatoes were grown in, construct 
a pipe figure and others. The Junior Young 

Farmers also had to match soil types with 
locations, select the correct PPE for three 
chemicals, attempt a general knowledge 
quiz, drive a small tractor carefully through 
some cones without touching; just to name a 
few. 

Although not making any finals, the 
students Josh Bennett and Ollie Trusler, 
Cam Slattery and Kyle Hansen, Bernice 
Cullen and Sophie Carse, Kate Bennett and 
cousin, Lachie Elder and Grace Duthie and 

Izac Elder and Scott Cullen, plus the Agrikids teams of Cody Lowe, 
Jack Merchant and Gemma Bulleid, Isaac Marsh, Maisie Mitchell 
and Elri Geldenhuys and Ben Slattery, Ben Roy and Harriet Baker, 
all had a very enjoyable day and learnt a few 
tips for next year. 

Thank you to the parents who took students 
to Milton for this competition. 

Self Defence 
 
Year 8 girls enjoyed two days of Self 
Defence training with teacher Ana 
Pereira this week. 
 
We started by introducing ourselves with 
a piece of paper all about ourselves - 
Nicole Masajo 

We learnt about stance, the starting position for defending ourselves 
- Harley Sheat 

When Ana yelled “stance” we had to get 
into the stance position and yell back to 
her “Back Off” - Ruby Sellens 

We were all taught ten techniques 
including the shin kick, foot stamp and 
ear clap. My favourite was the ballerina 
kick - Harley Sheat 

I feel all this will help me. I feel more confident when walking around 
without an adult, I feel safer. - Leilani Falanisi 
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Brigid and Huriana Ponga, along with the rest of the Ponga 

and Kamo family, would like to thank all the NSC Staff and 

families who have shown us such kindness and generosity. 

Your support has made things easier for us in this sad time. 

Year 8 Boys Top Team 
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday 19-20 
February, all the Year 8 Boys 
participated in the Top Team 
Competition. The two days is a 
combination of a 'Boot Camp' where 
the boys develop discipline by 
following certain commands at any 
time during the two days, a course on 
'Respect', and a 'Top Team' style competition where points are 
awarded for certain challenges. Challenges included the 'Water 
Relay Challenge', the 'Paper bridge Challenge', the 'Discipline 
Challenge' where the boys had to 'Stand Tall' (at attention) without 
flinching while the Year 8 Girls tried to make them laugh. This all 
culminated with the 'Ultimate Challenge' on Wednesday where the 

teams had to first construct a bridge 
to cross a chasm and then construct 
the highest flagpole. Ultimately there 
could be only one winner and the 
victors for 2019 were the Blue 
Sharkz (3600pts), with runners-up 
the Red Spiders (3470pts). A very 
close battle! 
I congratulate the boys for their 

commitment over the two days and now expect them to follow and 
live the Top Team Motto which reads: "Maintain High Standards of 
Self", whether this be at school or at home or in the community.   

NCEA information 
evening  
 
For parents and students to 
ask questions about NCEA. 
Aimed at Year 11 students, 
but all are welcome. 
Thursday 14 March - 
6:30pm. Information will be 
emailed out to all parents of 
Year 11-13 students. 

NCEA Endorsements 
Assembly  
 
Wednesday 13 March 
1:20pm.  
Parents and families 
welcome to attend. 

Some snap shots of Year 9 Camp in Te Anau 

Congratulations  to Mr Chan 
who this week headed to the 
ASG NEiTA, to receive a 
National Excellence in 
Teaching Award. He is in 
the Top 15 in NZ in all 
sectors and gets to enjoy 
high tea with the Minister of 
Education. Well done Mr 
Chan. 
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