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Message from the Principal 
5 April 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
As we near the end of what has been a very busy term it is a good time 
to reflect on the many positive events and activities our students have 
been involved in. From our Year 13 First Aid Course, Year 7 & 9 Camps, 
Athletics and Swimming Sports, Year 8 Top Team and Self Defence, 
Year 7/13 Peer Support, Kids Lit Competition, Archaeological Dig, 
Geography Trips, Biology/English Trips, Ugly Shakespeare Performance, 
Agricultural Farm Visits, Paddles Up, World Vision Conference, SADD 
Conference, GRIP Leadership Course, Senior Art Trip,  Careers Visits 
and John Parsons’ Cybersafety visit. There is no shortage of things 
happening in and out of the classroom.  
 
It is also pleasing how easily our Year 7 students have integrated into the 
college. I have enjoyed getting to know these students and many of their 
parents. 
 
We have a had a Volleyball team competing all term in the Invercargill 
competition and most of our winter sports teams are underway with their 
organisation and practices. It is a good time all to thank our teachers and 
staff who make these trips and events happen but also to the many 
parents that help out too. I know the students appreciate it. 
 
Next Friday afternoon we will be having our usual commendations 
afternoon. Added to this will be our House Haka and Waiata competition. 
At the end of the day, we are holding a short official opening for our new 
turf at about 3:10. Students and families are then invited to stay on if they 
wish to play some games and have BBQ compliments of our PTA. Times 
for all of this will be communicated early next week. 
 
During the holidays we will be observing Anzac Day and as usual, our 
students will be involved in the many services around Northern 
Southland. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mike Newell 
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The Term  1 focus is Connect 
or Me Whakawhanaunga.  
 
Week  10 & 11 is focussing on 
connecting with yourself 

Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Hillary Award 
 
Are you 14 or over? Want to 
learn new skills? Keen to add 
something special to your CV? 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Hillary Award may be just what 
you’re looking for. 
The Award has three levels, 
each progressively more 
challenging. Participants are 
required to complete four 
sections at each level: 
Voluntary Service, Skills, 
Physical Recreation and 
Adventurous Journey. At Gold 
level, participants also 
complete a Residential Project. 
It is a great way to learn new 
things and give back to your 
community, and it looks 
amazing on your CV. 
For more information, please 
email Mrs 
R :  jrodgers@nsc.school.nz 

Year 11 Humanities Archaeological Dig 
 
On Friday 8 March, the Year 11 
Humanities class travelled to McMillan 
Rd, just south of Garston, to conduct 
an archaeological dig.  

In the past few years, previous history 
classes had unearthed numerous 
artefacts at this historic site, and the 
expedition leader believed there were 
still ‘treasures’ to be unearthed.  

18 budding historians set off early in the 
morning to set up the expedition tent and get 
to work on their allocated trenches. Before 
long, calls of “Expedition leader, I’ve found 
something!” echoed throughout the valley. 
The day was full of excitement in some 
trenches and less excitement in others. One 
trench unearthed what looked like an old 
workshop with remnants of floor boards, nails, 
glass, 
paintbrushes and 
old bottles. The 
day ended with 

the unearthing of 54 artefacts. A very 
successful day in Archaeological 
terms!  

A huge thanks to Mr Reeve, Tom Law, 
Reshika Singh and Louisa Brand for 
joining the successful expedition. 

Year 9/10 Ag visit to Paul Waller’s Deer Farm. 

On Tuesday this week, we went out 
to Paul Waller’s Deer Farm as part of 
our studies about deer. The would-be 
hunters in the class found the antlers 
hanging in his shed were very 
impressive, as were the Elk bulls we 
saw. It was great to see how the deer 
shed worked to allow deer to follow 
their instincts but also to keep the 
handler safe. Much information was gained about deer and 
farming them. 

We are very grateful to Mr Waller for talking to the students about 
deer farming and showing them around the shed and some of his 
elk. Everyone could hear the difference between the elk bugle 
and the red stags roaring. 

mailto:jrodgers@nsc.school.nz
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Jason Kennedy and his 
four Supported Learning 
certificates  

Career Happenings from Venture Southland 

Southland Pop Up Job Shop. Tuesday, April 30 at the St James 
Theatre foyer, Irk St, Gore, 10am-4pm; Wednesday May 1- 
Saturday May 4 at 66 Don St (opposite the SBS Bank), 10am-
4pm Wednesday-Friday and 10am-2pm on Saturday. Job-
seeking advice, hundreds of vacancies on display, speakers etc.  

 
Tech Tour – Friday 24 May A chance for senior students to visit IT 

companies in Invercargill and the Venture Southland satellite 
tracking station at Awarua. Numbers limited to 20. 

 
South Port tour – Tuesday, July 30, or Tuesday, August 6, or 

possibly Wednesday 31 or August 7. Date will depend on 
shipping schedule but will be finalised at least one month out. 
Container ships usually come in every Tuesday and stay 
overnight before departing Wednesday. We will be able view the 
container wharf and talk to marine engineers and pilots, log 
exporting people etc. 

 
From the Cow to the World Tour incorporating a dairy farm and 

Fonterra Edendale plant. Looking at late August – probably the 
21 or 22. 

 
European Space Agency visitor. Hopefully an astronaut or an 

aerospace engineer. Venture Southland has a connection with 
the ESA and will try and bring someone to Southland  during 
Term 3 this year 

 
Also planning visits to Stabicraft and NZAS smelter again this year. 

Dates not confirmed yet. 
 

If you are interested, please see Ms Blakemore so she can book 
you a place. 

Some of the wonderful and 

creative clay models our Year 9 

& 10 Performing Arts students 

have been creating for their stop 

motion movies. 

Year 11 Ag Assessment 

The first of a series of practical assess-
ments for the Year 11 Ag class took place 
at Jonny and Michelle Elder’s farm on 
Wednesday, where students learned how 
to drench lambs. By the time they were 
onto their third pen full, the mainly novice 

students had become very competent. Checking container direc-
tions, and amount of drench in the gun, plus learning techniques 
to hold sheep and work as a team in the pen were important skills 
learned. Counting out proved a challenge! 

We are very grateful to Mr Elder for being 
willing to have the students on his farm 
and having the patience to show them the 
correct techniques. All students present 
passed the first of the six practical skills, a 
great effort. 



Bernice Cullen competing in 
the South Island Secondary 
Schools’  Athletics in Nelson on 
Friday 29 March. She received 
3rd in high jump - 1.50m; 6th in 
long jump - 4.69m; 6th in 
javelin - 22.49m; 10th in the 
100m - 13.64s. Well done 
Bernice! 
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Last week the Sport Council organised some inter– house 

Touch rugby at lunchtime 

 

Southland Primary Athletics  
 
Congratulations to all our NSC athletes who competed so well at 
the Southland Primary Schools' Athletics Champs on Saturday 30 
March.  
 
Students with top six placings were:  
Harriet Baker - 6th 11 year 1500m 
Gemma Bulleid - 2nd 12 year 1500m 
- 5th 12 year High Jump 
Briar Wilson - 2nd 12 year Long 
Jump 
- 2nd 12 year 100m 
- 3rd - 12 year 200m  
- 4th - 12 year Discus Throw  
Elri Geldenhuys - 4th 11 year Shot 
Put 
- 3rd 11 year 100 m 
- 3rd 11 year 200m 
- 3rd 11 year Long Jump 
Benjamin Rodgers-Foran - 4th 10 year 200m 
- 3rd 10 year Long Jump 
- 4th 10 year 800m 
Josh Lowe - 4th 12 year Shot Put 

Our Senior PE students had their performance assessment 

this week. Year 11 with an 8 minute swim, Year 12 an 

aquathon and Year 13 with a Triathlon.  

Pictured from left; Millie Roy, Gemma 
Bullied, Briar Wilson, Elri Geldenhuys, 
Kirsten Armitage and Benjamin Rodgers-
Foran receiving their certificates in 
assembly 


