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Message from the Principal 
22 March 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Today we joined many schools and workplaces around the country in 
acknowledging the victims of last Friday's tragedy in Christchurch. What 
we are seeing and hearing on the news about love, kindness and 
supporting those who are grieving, is vital. I spoke to students about this 
yesterday in Assembly. We have a number of families in our College and 
wider community who are also grieving after losing loved ones also in 
tragic circumstances. Like the Muslim community, they too need our care 
and support. 
We are aware that some students may have viewed the footage of the 
shootings online. Parents, please have a conversation with your children 
to check if they have and if they need support with what they have seen. 
 
Earlier this week we had our annual swimming sports. Our students, as 
usual, competed well and the house spirit was overwhelmingly evident. A 
special mention goes to Megan Lowe, Cassandra Rodgers-Foran and 
Imogen Highfield who broke records that had stood since 2002. Also 
congratulations to the team of athletes who competed at last Friday's 
Southland Secondary Athletics Champs. We had many top 6 placings 
and these students are featured later in this newsletter. 
 
Students have been signing up recently for winter sports and practices 
are starting to be organised. If students are wanting to play this winter 
they need to see Mrs Beer in the sport office. 
 
Lastly, it was great to see a good turnout at last night’s parent/teacher 
interviews. If anyone was unable to attend, please feel free to email 
teachers directly. Links to staff emails can be found on our website. 
 
Noho ora mai 
 
Regards 
Mike Newell 
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The Term  1 focus is Connect 

or Me Whakawhanaunga.  

 

Week  8 & 9 is focussing on 

connecting with your whenua 

(land) 

Kiwi Exams 
 
The University of Canterbury is offering your child the opportunity 
to participate in the Great KIWI English, Mathematics and Science 
competitions. These competitions take place annually and are 
designed by New Zealand teachers for New Zealand students 
based on the New Zealand Curriculum. Further information is 
available at www.cem.canterbury.ac.nz 
 
The competitions are open to all Year 7-10 students. Students can 
enter in one or more subjects. The competition provides teachers, 
parents and students with an independent, comprehensive record 
of a student's performance in key school subjects. The supervised 
online tests will take place in the last 3 weeks of Term 2 and the 
first week of Term 3.   
 
All participating students will receive a certificate, and prizes will be 
awarded to top students.  
 
If you would like your child to participate in one or more of these 
exams, please collect an enrolment form from the office and return 
by Friday the 29 March.  Each exam costs $9.00. 

Leaving the College 
Grounds 

 
Students are not allowed to 
leave the College Grounds to 
go to the shops for lunch, 
even with a note from home.  
Students who live in 
Lumsden may request a 
lunch pass to go home for 
lunch, with written permission 
from a parent/caregiver. 
 
We have a canteen that runs 
on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, and heat ups are 
available every day or you 
can bring food from home. 
  
The only exception to this 
rule is Year 13 students who 
are allowed to sign out at 
lunch time.  

Vision Screening for Year 7 students 
Monday 25 March 

 
Parents will be notified if further assessment is required by 

an Optometrist. 
If you DO NOT wish your child to be screened, please notify 

the school office. 
(Note: your child will not be screened if he/she is under the 

care of a specialist and/or optometrist) 

Some snap 

shots from the 

Year 12 Biology 

& English Field 

Trip to Riverton 

on Monday 11 

March. 

http://www.cem.canterbury.ac.nz
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John Parsons - Internet 
Safety  
 
A workshop on Internet 
Safety will be held on 
Thursday 28 March from 
5:30pm to 7pm, with the PTA 
AGM Meeting to follow. 
Nibbles will be available at 
the PTA Meeting.  
If you haven't heard John 
speak (and even if you 
have), and your children 
have access to online 
games/social media, you 
need to come along. 

Paddles Up 
 
On the 8 March,  11 students 
travelled to Mavora lakes to take part 
in the Paddles up weekend.  
Prior to traveling to Mavora, the team 
had spent 8 sessions in the school 
pool and at the Oreti river practising 

and learning the skills required to participate in this event. 
Once at Mavora, the two days of kayaking involved the students 
spending a large amount of time on the Mararoa river between the 
two lakes and competing in two events: - the down river and the 
slalom.  
 
The Downriver happened on the 
Saturday Morning and we then 
spent the afternoon practising for 
the slalom. A special thanks need to 
go out to Bruce Conway and Andy 
Woods who helped us out by being 
on the water in a Kayak, giving the 
students encouragement and tips.  
The slalom event involved the students traveling down a 500m 
stretch of river where they had to pass through various gates and 
have to complete tasks like rolling a kayak or limboing under a bar. 
The students learned a huge amount over the two days and it was 
great to see them leave on Sunday afternoon with smiles and a 
great level of satisfaction about what they had accomplished. 
 
A special thanks need to go out to the parents who came out to 

Mavora and stayed with us. Your 
help and support was wonderful to 
have and created a lovely relaxed 
feel to a great weekend. An extra 
well done also needs to go to 
Damion Lowe who helped by 
spending 5 hours in a wetsuit 
rescuing students at the challenging 
part of the course. 

Kids’ Lit Quiz 
 
Congratulations to the Kids Lit 
team (pictured from left; Lori 
Bradley, Samantha Kington, 
Brianah Ware, Ashley Chan and 
Gemma Bullied), who competed 
at Longford Intermediate School 
in Gore on 8 March. They did 
very well, winning and the first 
round and receiving book voucher prizes. Ashley Chan also won 
another individual prize for correctly identifying  the author of "Anne 
of Green Gables  ". 

PTA Meeting/AGM 
 
We would like to welcome 
ALL new and existing families 
to our first PTA meeting of the 
year. 
When: Thursday 28

 
March 

Time: 7pm 
Venue: School Staffroom 
Supper to follow.  It’s a great 
way to  get involved in the 
School Community and find 
out about our major upcoming 
fundraising event.  
Apologies to Michelle Elder 
(President) 0276197307 or 
Jeanna Rodgers (Secretary) 
0276931394  

NCEA 



Northern Primary Athletics 
 
Well done to all the NSC students that competed in the 
Northern Primary  Athletics that were held on the NSC 
grounds last Thursday, especially to all our relay teams who 
won all their relays! 
 
Congratulations to the following athletes who have qualified 
for Southland Primary Athletics to be held on Saturday 30 
March at Surrey Park, Invercargill: 
 
Benjamin Rodgers-Foran, Cooper Leach, Harriet Baker, 
Kirsten Armitage, Elri Geldenhuys, Sarah Wilson, Jono 
Watson, Noah Clearwater, Jack Merchant, Max Stride, 
Gemma Bullied, Briar Wilson, Sean Sison, Josh and 
Cody Lowe and Millie Roy. 
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Southland Athletics 

Some fantastic results from NSC students at the Southland 

Secondary Schools’ Athletics Champs on Friday 15 March:  

Leone Geldenhuys U14 - 3rd 100m, 1st Shot Put 

Kate Bennett U14 - 2nd Shot Put, 5th Discus 

Bernice Cullen U15 - 1st 100m, HJ & Javelin; 2nd Long 

Jump 

Ryan Senior U15 - 7th 200m 

Megan Lowe U16 - 3rd 400m, 4th 200m 

Scott Cullen U16 - 4th Triple Jump, 4th HJ 

Star-ra Ralston O16- 3rd Javelin 

Dominic Carston O16 - 4th Triple Jump, 5th Long Jump 

Cruz Stevens - 6th Discus 

Megan, Danyca, Leone & Bernice - 2nd U16 girls’ relay! 

Great work everyone 

 

NSC Swimming 
Records Broken 2019 
 

U16 Girls 50m Freestyle   
F Bottcher           34.87     2002 

M Lowe               34.78     2019 
 

U16 Girls 50m Breaststroke    
F Bottcher         46.72      2002 

C Rodgers-Foran 46.20   2019 
 

U 16 Girls Medley                  
F Bottcher       1:06.69     2002 

I Highfield        1:04.40     2019  


