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Message from the Principal 
22 November 2019 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
On Wednesday we held our Orientation Day for incoming Year 6 
students. We have 35 enrolled for next year and we enjoyed having them 
join us to get a taste of college life at NSC. Our roll continues to be 
healthy and I thank parents for making their intentions for 2020 clear. A 
reminder please, all students who are leaving NSC at the end of the year 
need to complete a leaving form. Students can collect these from the 
office and we would like these completed by the end of next week. 
 
Start-up information and dates for 2020 is contained in this newsletter 
and will be posted on our Facebook page and in the paper. Our timetable 
is almost complete for next year and I am happy to say we have a 
much smaller number of subject clashes in the senior school than in 
previous years. Those that are affected will be contacted over the next 
two weeks. 
 
The government has given decile 1-7 schools across the country the 
option of opting into a scheme whereby they will give the school $150 per 
student in lieu of schools asking for fees and donations. The NSC BOT, 
along with the majority of secondary schools in Southland, is not opting 
into this scheme for 2020 but will be reviewing this decision for 2021. The 
reason is that we cannot offer the education and opportunities we 
currently do for $150.  We appreciate the support we receive from our 
community to ensure our students receive an enriching education and we 
hope the government will fund the true cost of education! 
 
Congratulations to our golf team of Jack Heslip, Ben Roy, Maisie Mitchell 
and Noah Clearwater who won the Southland Primary Golf 
Championships yesterday. A fantastic effort! Big thanks to Mr Heslip for 
managing the team. 
 
This is the last newsletter for the year and I look forward to seeing you all 
at our Prize Giving Ceremony on Friday Dec 6 at 7pm which is the last 
day of school for our students for 2019. 
 
Mike Newell 
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This Term's wellbeing focus is 
Tukua - Give. 

Year 7/8 Humanities 
 
As part of the topic on Ancient Egypt, the 
Year 7/8 Humanities Classes are playing the 
Ancient Egypt Game which was created by 
Mr Reeve. This is an interactive class game 
that falls in line with the Department’s 
philosophy of 'Learn by Enjoying the Doing'. 
Students in groups represent different 
Pharaohs from the Ancient Period to compete for resources to 
create the Great Pyramids and other magnificent structures and 
monuments which they had studied in class. The students learn 
about the history of Ancient Egypt as well as the day to day 

necessities and difficulties of this ancient 
civilisation. All students who are playing the 
game are thoroughly enjoying the 
experience and learning a lot at the same 
time! Well done to Mr Reeve for creating 
such a great learning resource.     

CANTEEN  
 

There will be no 
canteen available from 

22 November. 
 

Heat ups will still be 
available until the end of 

the year. 

Mufti day on Friday 6 December 2019 

Southland Primary Schools Golf Tournament  
 
I felt excited as I saw Mr Heslip 
drive up my drive to collect me for 
golf. We were off to Drummond to 
represent NSC at the Southland 
Golf Tournament. Our team was 
made up of Jack Heslip, Ben Roy, 
Noah Clearwater and Maisie 
Mitchell. Mr Heslip was our super 
manager. Everyone in our team 
did really well in the skills, and 
this set us out on a high as we 
went out onto the fairways. Our 
driving didn’t always turn out how 
we wanted, but we still made it to 
the hole with about 3-5 shots. As 
we sat at the prizegiving, we 
watched the second and third 
place getters receive their prizes 
never expecting to come on top of 
the leaderboard. When the winner 
was called, and it turned out to be us, we were all astonished. 
We still couldn’t believe it as we drove a detour home to Gore to 
take our cup on a road trip. Thank you Mr Newell, and Ms Mee 
for helping enter our team and for helping us practise at school, 
and a big thanks to Mr Heslip for driving us there, and being an 
awesome coach/manager.  
 
Maisie Mitchell 



Year 10 Camp, Port Craig 
 
Year 10 Camp was again down in deepest 
Fiordland travelling over a week into Port Craig 
and beyond.  The students carry their own tents 
and food, they are independent travellers for the 
week.   
 
Monday was bright and sunny with a visit to the 
Tuatapere Bushman’s Museum.  We were 
slightly put off by the noisy cockatoo that was in 
the museum; who would have thought one bird 
could be noisier than 19 teenagers!  Monday 
night we camped at the Clarke crib at Bluecliffs 
beach where the students managed to catch 3 flounder and gather lots of 
mussels for a fine dinner. 

 
Tuesday was another fine day and we were up 
and away by 9am.  The long walk down the 
beach was stunning and spirits were high all the 
way to Port Craig where we were greeted by Mr 
Reid and a pod of Hectors Dolphins 8 hours later. 
 
Wednesday was forecast heavy rain and it 
wasn’t wrong.  This didn’t stop us making our 
way to the historic Percy Burn Viaduct where we 
had a good lunch and the brave went for a walk 
over the towering structure.  We double-timed it 
back to Port Craig where the weather cleared up 
just in time for the traditional game of cricket. 
Congratulations to Bernice Cullen who achieved 

the honourable title of ‘Bat Seargent’ and the 
dubious pleasure of having to carry the bat out 
was all hers! 
 
Thursday again dawned bright and it was time to 
set off again for Blue Cliffs.  This is the most 
physically challenging day and there were some 
weary bodies by the time we reached our 
destination.  We had a bonfire on the river bed, 
toasted marshmallows and had a debrief. 
Everyone was glad to see their beds that night. 
 
Friday was the short walk out to the car park and 
then to Tuatapere for some well-earned fish and 
chips, they never tasted so good! 
 

Great effort by the whole Y10 
cohort...you guys were amazing. Well 
done Mrs Little who showed all of us a 
clean pair of heels while leading the 
pack.  Also huge thanks to our parent 
helpers Damian Daly, Maurice Reid, 
Chris Ludi and Jeanna Rodgers. It was 
great to have you with us. See you on 
the Kepler next year?!?!? 
 
Mr Cooper 
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Library Books 
 
The Library Stocktake has just 
been completed and we have a 
few lost books. These are 
usually books that have been 
issued incorrectly. 
 
We would really appreciate it if 
you could have a look around 
your house and return any 
books that have NSC Library 
stamped on them. 

Prize Giving  
 

NSC Prize Giving is on 
Friday 6 December 
starting at 7.00pm. 

 
All welcome to attend 

 
Students should be lined up 
on the courts in full perfect 

uniform at 6:45. 
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NSC 2020 Start Dates  

Friday 24 January Office Open 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Monday  27 January Office Open 8:30am - 3:30pm 

Course Confirmation - Year 11 9:00am - 10:30am 

                                    Year 12 11:00am - 12:30pm 

                                    Year 13  1:00pm -  2:30pm 

(Course confirmation is not compulsory - only for 
students who need further assistance) 

Tuesday 28 January Teacher Only Day #1 

  

Wednesday 29 January Teacher Only Day #2 

12:30pm - 3:20pm: Year 13 Peer Support Planning. 

Thursday 30 January School starts for all students 

Friday 31 January Year 13 First Aid, Year 12 Transition 

(Normal timetable Year 7-11 Students) 

Monday 3 February Year 13 First Aid, Year 12 Transition 

(Normal timetable Year 7-11 Students) 

Tuesday 4 February Year 13 First Aid 

(Normal timetable Year 7-12 Students) 

Thursday 6 February Waitangi Day 

Science Badges 
 

There has been some amazing 
work going on in Science 
Badges, and it's great to see 
the following students being 
rewarded with their badge (or 2 
in some cases!!)  Thanks for 
your ongoing support with this 
at home - I know a lot of 
students continue to work on 
these in their own time which is 
fantastic to see.   
Keep up the great work kids! 
M Mitchell 
 
 

Brianah Ware - Agriculture 
 
Samantha Kington - Food 
Technology and Entomology 
 
Maisie Mitchell - Marine 
Biology 
 
Elri Geldenhuys - Marine 
Biology 
 
Jack Heslip - Palaeontology 
 
Ruby Sellens - Zoology 
 
Charlotte Roy - Large Animals 
 
Jackson Stevens - Technology 
 
Olivia Thomas - Large Animals 
 
Byron Pease - Agriculture 
 
 

Year 10 High Ropes Course 
 
On Thursday, 17 of our Y10 students attended the 
High Ropes Course at Adventure Southland. The day 
consisted of some team building challenges, solving 
problems and challenging themselves. Everyone 
came away with a new appreciation for just what they 
were capable of. Thanks to Ms Blakemore for 
organising this opportunity.  


