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Message from the Deputy Principal 
25 October 2019 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
The College has hit the ground running this term with seniors putting final 
preparations in for their upcoming external examinations.  It has been 
great to see lots of serious study going on and seniors taking 
responsibility for their own learning in terms of finishing off work and 
getting stuck into their revision schedules.  It's really important during this 
time that students look after themselves. Lots of early nights, good food 
and staying hydrated is vital. It's also important to make sure they take a 
break from studying, no one performs well when they are burnt out.  If 
students feel like they are struggling or need support, it’s important they 
talk to someone about this. It's easy to get overwhelmed at this time of 
year for young people. 
 
The Year 10, 11 and 12 students were given the opportunity to talk to 
Heads of Departments during the well attended Options Afternoon last 
week.  The teachers were very impressed with the thoughtful and mature 
questions students were asking about course structure and what different 
subjects involve. 
 
The College also participated in the national ‘Shakeout’ last week which 
gave us an opportunity to practise our earthquake procedures at 
school.  It's also a good reminder to check your own earthquake 
preparedness and plans for your own families and close friends. 
 
In other news, the Grass Kart team had another excellent weekend with 
our two teams placing 2nd and 3rd, see Mr Dixon’s article inside.  Also 
as I write this we are looking forward to the 2nd ever NSC colour run 
which is raising money for CanTeen, a very worthwhile cause. 
 
All the best to our senior students as they ready themselves for exam 
leave and a huge thanks from the teachers here for all the support that 
they receive from home.  It really is a team effort! 
 
Jamie Cooper 
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This Term's wellbeing focus is 
Tukua - Give. 

Student Job Directory 
 
MoneyHub has published a comprehensive directory of 
student jobs for summer 2019-2020. With 50+ well-known 
employers listed and links to their student job application 
details, there is something for everyone. Getting a summer 
job is a lot easier with this guide, exclusive to MoneyHub. 
To access the guide, visit MoneyHub Student Job Directory.   

NSC Photography 
 
The NSC People’s 
Choice Award results 
are in for the Secondary 
School Photographic 
Competition. In first 
place is number 16 with 
25 votes, 
congratulations Hannah Sangster. In second place was 
number 9 with 17 votes, congratulations Hana Sellens and in 
third place was number 13 with 7 votes, congratulations Dineli 
Wathkarage. 
 
The two students from NSC who made it into the top 25 out of 
270 students and whose work will be exhibited in Auckland  
are Mackenzie Herrick (number 12) and Hana Sellens (No 9). 
CONGRATULATIONS.  

Southland FGW Trust 
Study Grants 

 
Grants up to $2000 available to female students undertaking 

full-time degree or post-graduate level study in 2020. 
Applicants will have the potential to succeed and  be able to 

demonstrate financial need. 
 

For an application form 
email glenda@glendagraham.co.nz  

or text 027 228 3919 
 

Applications close 1 February 2020 

https://moneyhub.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f800e30216ca638abfe3a711&id=ff00c80e15&e=9e9946942e
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NSC Trophies  
 
All academic and  
sporting trophies from 
last year MUST be back 
to the Office now. 

Library Books 
 
All seniors who still have 
Library books, please 
return them by the 1 
November 2019 

Grass Kart 2019 
 
Last Saturday, 11 Year 10 to 13 
students travelled to St Peters 
College in Gore to compete in the 
annual Otago/Southland Grass Kart 
Challenge. There were 15 teams 
entered this year with 12 teams 
making it on the day. We have a 
proud history in this event, having 
won it 5 out of the last six years. 
The pressure was on us and most 
of the teams were gunning for our 

spot.  
 
We had two teams entered this year, with 
team one creating a 1970’s American police 
car and team two went with Chick Hicks from 
the Cars movie. The students worked solidly 
in their own time; afterschool, and in the 
holidays to create their karts. Both karts had 
over 350 hours of construction time invested 
in them. 

 
The day of the racing came and the weather was agreeable. The two 
teams firstly completed a presentation to the other teams about their build 
and then the racing began 
 
 The karts performed well, with good times and reliability in the morning 
sessions of the go to wow and the slalom. The 
afternoon brought the relay race. The race was 
run in heats, with the fastest 8 karts making it 
into the semi-finals and then the fastest 5 into 
the final. Both Karts were quick and we won 
both our first races to make it into the semi-
finals. We then had to race each other and 
three other karts to get into the finals. We 
came first and second in that race to qualify for 
the final. The final was a tough race with one 
very fast kart, who blitzed the field. We placed second in the final with 
team two and unfortunately team 1 had a small crash which resulted in 
them being unable to finish the race. 
 

We then went to the results presentation. Our 
Karts placed in all four sections.  
 
Team one got:- third in construction, second 
in appearance, second in record keeping and 
third in performance. 
 
Team two got:- first in record keeping and first 
in performance   
 

These are excellent results, but unfortunately a team driving a bathtub did 
slightly better than us and took first overall. The team two was placed 
second overall and team one took third. A huge well done to the teams, 
they produced excellent karts and I was very proud of their efforts 
throughout the year (they also took home almost $1000 in prize money). 
Well done, and we’ll get them next year. 
 
Mike DIxon 
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Athletics 
 
Athletic Training for Term 4 and Term 1 starting up at NSC  
 
Term 4:  Mondays at 4:30pm and Wednesday at 3:30pm 
Term 1:  Mondays at 3:30pm and Wednesday at 3:30pm 
Focus:  Fitness, Strength and Technique 
Fees:  $5/week (cover travelling cost from Athol)  
Contact details:  Mariette Geldenhuys 
022 187 2552 or trainerstudio@gmail.com 
ALL Athletes welcome! 

Congratulations to Bernice 
who placed 3rd in the F/J 
Grade at the Champion of 
Champions Squash 
Nationals in Ohakune last 
weekend.  

Physical Education 
 
Last week our Level Two 
Physical Education students 
started doing some sports 
coaching with the Year Six 
students from Lumsden Primary 
School. This is a great 
opportunity for primary school 
students to learn some great new 
schools and help them connect 
with some of the senior students at the college who they will 
be with next year. 

  
The Year 12 students have offered 
some coaching of touch rugby and 
tennis over two sessions each 
week. These coaching sessions 
are helping them finish off their 
last NCEA assessment for 
Physical Education before they 
head away for exams later in the 

term. 
  
A big thank you to the primary school students for coming 
down and helping our senior students and we hope that you 
gain some new skills from these sessions. 

mailto:trainerstudio@gmail.com

