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Message from the Principal 
28 May 2021 
 
Kia ora koutou 

 
It never ceases to amaze me how busy College life gets. Our core role is 
to educate our students, but the traditional ‘chalk and talk’ classroom 
session with pen and paper is certainly a thing of the past. Teachers are 
forever refining not only what we teach, but how we teach so that our 
students achieve to the best of their ability. Education goes well beyond 
the walls of our classrooms and even our school grounds. After only 14 
weeks of the school year we have had 35 day and five overnight trips. 
These events are a combination of subject related, outdoor education, 
sports and cultural pursuits. Our students benefit from these in so many 
ways. Thank you so much to the staff, parents and volunteers from the 
Northern Southland community for dedicating time and energy into 
activities that benefit our students. We could not provide the vast range of 
experiences without your support. 
  
On Wednesday I experienced Country Schools 7 Aside Tournament. The 
weather, although extremely chilly to begin with, turned into an 
exceptional day. It was great to see almost half of our school competing 
and connecting with students from Waiau Area School, Fiordland College 
and Aparima College. All students performed with pride and 
determination. 
  
It is my pleasure to announce the appointment of Ms Llara MacGilloway 
to the HOD Science position at Northern Southland College. Ms 
MacGilloway is currently teaching at Nelson College for Girls and is 
looking forward to join us at the beginning of Term 3. 
  
Finally, I wish to inform you that our Sports Coordinator Mrs Jayne Beer 
will be finishing with us on Friday 11 June. Mrs Beer has been Sports 
Coordinator since 2012. Our students have thrived with all the sporting 
opportunities that Mrs Beer has coached, facilitated, managed and 
overseen. Thank you for your service to NSC. 

 
Ngā mihi 
Pete Wilkinson 
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Coming up:  

7 June  - Queens Birthday 

8 June - GRIP Leadership 

11 June - Vision Testing Y 7 

30 June - John Parson visit 

9 July - End of Term 2 
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Year 11 Kepler Tramp 

After much planning and preparation, we were finally on our way to Te Anau. After 
last year’s Kepler camp was cancelled because of Covid, we felt very fortunate to 
be able to actually attend this camp. We were also very fortunate to have a 
“member of the public” join us, in the form of the very experienced former HOD PE 
Mr Alan Reid. 

Typically, after weeks of lovely balmy weather, there was a sprinkling of snow on 
the ground as we left, meaning that we were going to have to modify our tramp. 
We started at the Control Gates and headed towards Rainbow Reach at a very 
fast pace, eager to begin. This soon tapered off and we were dealing with blisters 

and sore feet not long afterwards! 
Although these challenges tried to stop 
us, we kept persevering towards Moturau 
and before we knew it, we completed our 
6 hour walk in 5 hours. With 16 km down, 
it was safe to say Wednesday would be a 
breeze.  

After a peaceful sleep with whispers 
lingering around the hut here and there, 
we strapped our boots on, clipped our 
packs tightly and set off for today's new 
adventure. Another round of blister stops 

remained throughout the course of Wednesday but it wouldn't stop us. Suddenly 
we emerged from the bushes and out into a big open field. We were miniscule 
compared to the sights in front of us. Mountains, with gushing waterfalls flowing 
out of them. It was just magical. In the blink of an eye this moment was past us as 
we kept going, meandering towards Iris Burn Hut. After a steep climb to the top 
and stomach whirling climb down again, Iris 
Burn was in our vision.  We had finally made it. 
After completing 17.6 km in just 6 hours, we 
ripped our boots off and quickly scattered 
around for a bed.  

The malicious kea soon recognized our 
existence and were eagerly waiting to pounce on 
someone's boots. Luckily, no boot was stolen.  
After yesterday's easy adventure a small group 
of people wanted to test their strength and climb 
their way up the switchbacks towards Luxmore. An hour after the other group 
departed, we were on our way back to Moturau. One foot in front of the other. The 
pain from the blisters started to wear deep into our minds and the optimism that 
we once had at the beginning of this trip was wearing thin.  

Fantails fluttered around at our lunch break to cheer us on for the rest of our 
journey. Just like that our estimated 7 hour walk was again only 6 hours. Moturau 
was in sight once again and we ran like sheep towards the hut. The odour of 
stinking feet lingered around our hut, but that was the least of our worries. We had 
virtually completed our journey and it was time to rest.  
Finally it was Friday. We shoved everything in our packs, strapped on our boots 
for the final time and ventured off towards Rainbow Reach. The blisters were still 
wearing on us with every step we took but we kept going. There was only one 
way, and it was out.  I was ready to go home and shower off all the filth and tell 
everyone about it. Special thanks to Mrs Coghlan, Mr Reeve, Mr Lee, Mr Elder, Mr 
Ussher, Mr Wilson and our “member of the public” Mr Reid. 

Giavana Santelli 

Fashion & Textiles  
A Fashion & Textiles class will be 
running as an option from Week 9, 
Term 2.  
 
Anyone cleaning out cupboards and 
drawers. Any pieces of quality 
fabric, buttons, piping, tape, lace, 
binding etc will be graciously 
received for the creating of applied 
design.  

Invercargill Intercollegiate Shoot 
At the intercollegiate shoot in 
Invercargill, Kate Bennett had a 
good start to the season. She took 
out first for the ladies in the points 
score as well as being part of the 
ladies points score team that took 
out first place over all.  

NEWSLETTER – Our school 
newsletter is available to view on 
our school app 
&  www.nsc.school.nz From Term 2 
we will only provide a ‘hard copy’ of 
our newsletter to  families that 
request one. 

http://www.nsc.school.nz/
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Junior Option Changes 
With junior options changing in 
Week 9 of this Term, it's important 
to remember stationery 
requirements. If you are unsure of 
what stationery requirements your 
student may need please contact 
the Office or look on our website 
for stationery lists.  These items 
can be purchased online at 
Officemax or at other stationery 
suppliers. 

 

 

Year 13 Dunedin - Tertiary Camp 

Leaving school at 1.54 pm on Sunday 23 
May, armed with the “Pink Folder” of 
instructions we were on the way to the big 
smoke of Dunedin. Good tunes on the 
way, playground stop at Clinton, ice-
creams at Balclutha, we arrived in 
Dunedin to a lovely sunny afternoon. 
Arriving at the Sahara accommodation 
was a revelation of beds with sheets, 
towels, hot showers, heat pumps – far 
exceeding all expectations. “You really do 
have to wait till Year 13 to get the good 
stuff on a camp” –no tenting, hiking, swimming, freeze dried food for this bunch of 
individuals!  

Chinese for dinner and off on the bus (Andrew our own personal bus chauffeur who 
has been the bus driver for many years on this camp!) to ten-pin bowling. Ms 
Eason joined our party of 14 to become number 15 on the countdown list. I can 
assure you these students did not excel in the bowling arena!  

Back to the Sahara and time to knuckle down and plan out their visits to the 
University of Otago and Otago Polytechnic the following day. What lectures to 
attend, how on earth will we find our way there, the nervousness and excitement all 
rolled into one!  

Up bright and early on Monday, a healthy McDonalds breakfast, (no need to 
mention that Mrs Duncan had the group nearly walking to Timaru to get to 
McDonalds – what’s a few wrong turns in life!) and we pushed our NSC students 
out into the big world for the day. An interesting coverage of lectures were 
attended, sport, health sciences, teaching, fashion and design, nursing, media. Is it 
too soon to mention that Brooklyn was turned away with many others from her law 
lecture due to numbers! Is it too soon to mention how far she had travelled to be 
there and how far she had to walk to get there to only be turned away? A little retail 
therapy and it was time for dinner at the Wig and Pen. A specially designed menu 
for our group resulted in some very full tummies. Great dinner chat with a lovely 
bunch of students. Up and at it on Tuesday and off to visit 3 halls of residences 
where potentially our students may apply for. 

Andrew had that heater cranked up on the 
way home to Lumsden so there were no 
tunes, just sleepy lions most of the way 
home. To Ms Blakemore, thank you so 
much for all the prior planning and thought 
put into organising this camp. We were 
sad you were unable to attend. It was a 
relief to hand back the “Pink Folder”! To 
Ms Eason, thanks for stepping in at the 
last minute! 

Finally, to our Year 13 students, it was a 
privilege to spend two nights with you, 

teach you how to close doors quietly, and to watch the excitement grow as you 
realise there is a big wide world out there full of choices. 
Mrs Duncan 

Uniform Reminder 
All students are expected to 
wear regulation uniform items.  
College jerseys and blue/black 
jackets.  Students can wear 
thermal under layers as long as 
they are not visible if they are 
feeling the cold. 

YEAR SEVEN VISION SCREENING 
The Vision Hearing Technicians from 
Population Health team, Southern District 
Health will be visiting your school to screen 
all year seven students for distance vision on Friday 11 June 2021. 
 
Distance Vision (Amblyopia & Hyperopia) 
This determines how well your child is able to see at a distance.  It involves 
reading an eye chart.  
(This free vision check is not required if student wears glasses and/or is currently 
under care of an optometrist or eye specialist). 
 
If you do not wish your child to be screened please fill out an opt-out slip, which 
are available at the school office before our visit. 

Winter 7 Aside-Results 

7/8 Netball  1st  Aparima 

   2nd Fiordland 

9/10 Netball  1st  Aparima 

   2nd NSC 

7/9 Football  1st  NSC 

   2nd Fiordland 

10/13 Football  1st  Fiordland

   2nd  Waiau 

7/8 Rugby  1st  NSC 

   2nd Fiordland 

9/10 Rugby  1st  Fiordland

   2nd NSC 

11/13 Rugby 1st  Fiordland 

Volleyball  1st  Fiordland

   2nd NSC 

Clay Target  1st  NSC 

   2nd Aparima 

Overall 

Fiordland & NSC won 3 codes 

Aparima won 2. 
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Ball Photos - Garden of Lights 


